
Top Ten Banned Books 

of 2010 



The TTYL Series by Lauren 

Myracle 
A series for young adults, the TTYL 

books tell the stories of three high 

school friends. What differentiates 

these books from others is that 

they are written entirely in the form 

of instant messaging. "These 

books deal realistically with young 

adult lives – the ickyness, the 

weirdness of adolescence and the 

difficult situations lots of teens 

face," said Angela Maycock of the 

ALA's office for intellectual 

freedom. 

Reasons given: explicit, offensive 

language, unsuited to age group, 

drugs  

 



And Tango Makes Three by Peter 

Parnell and Justin Richardson 

The story chronicles 

the life of two male 

penguins raising an 

orphaned baby 

penguin. 

Reasons given: 

homosexuality 

 



The Perks of Being a Wallflower by 

Stephen Chbosky 
The teenage narrator in the 
story explores various touchy 
subjects, including abuse, and 
drug use. Chbosky claims that 
The Catcher in the Rye served 
as his inspiration. 

Reasons given- 
homosexuality, anti-family, 
offensive language, religious 
viewpoint, unsuited to age 
group, drugs, suicide   

 



To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper 

Lee 

The Pulitzer Prize-

winning novel tells a story 

of rape and racial 

inequalities in the 1930s. 

Lee also uses the 

language of the time 

period, consequently 

offending modern 

audiences. 

Reasons given: Racism, 

offensive language, 

unsuited to age group   

 



Twilight by Stephanie Meyer 

Despite their popularity, 
vampire books generally 
generate an array of 
complaints. In addition to 
sexual content, the 
supernatural entities 
(vampires) often conflict 
with religious viewpoints.  

Reasons given: explicit 
language, religious 
viewpoint, unsuited to 
age group  

 



The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. 

Salinger 
A novel of teenage 
rebellion, The Catcher in 
the Rye has received 
criticism for being 
obscene and “centered 
around negative activity”. 
However, many people 
feel that the objectionable 
content it has makes the 
book a classic.  

Reasons given: explicit, 
offensive language, 
unsuited to age group  

 



My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult 

My Sister’s Keeper tells the 
story of a young girl, Anna, 
who sues her parents for 
medical emancipation when 
she is expected to donate a 
kidney to her sister Kate, who 
has leukemia 

Reasons given: Sexism, 
homosexuality, explicit, 
offensive language, religious 
viewpoint, unsuited to age 
group, drugs, suicide, violence   

 



The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big 

Round Things by Carolyn Mackler 

This novel tells the 
story of Virginia 
Shreves, a high 
school student with 
an inferiority complex.  

Reasons given: 
explicit, offensive 
language, unsuited to 
age group  

 



The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

The 1983 Pulitzer 
prize winner for fiction 
is set in Georgia in 
the 1930s, focusing 
on the role of black 
women in the 
southern US.  

Reasons given: 
explicit, offensive 
language, unsuited to 
age group  

 



Beyond the Chocolate War by 

Robert Cormier 

This young adult novel is 

set in the fictional Trinity 

High School, with 

protagonist Jerry Renault 

challenging the school’s 

brutal mob rule. 

Reasons given: explicit, 

offensive language, 

unsuited to age group  
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