
IMPORTANT SPECIAL CHARACTERS 

 

Tom Robinson: Tom is a respectable, humble, kind Negro whom Atticus is defending 

against the charge that he raped Mayella Ewell, daughter of Bob Ewell. Atticus knows that 

Tom is innocent and that he must defend him. Tom was only trying to help Mayella because 

no one else would, but she made advances that he refused and her father saw them. She 

claimed that Tom raped her and beat her. All of her bruises were on the right side of her 

face.  

 

 

Boo Radley: Boo Radley (Arthur) is the object of fascination for Jem, Scout, and Dill. He 

is a recluse who has remained in the house down the street from the Finch house for 

years. When he was younger he got into some trouble when he became involved with a 

group of rowdy kids from Old Sarum (The Cunningham family clan). One night they 

resisted arrest by Maycomb County’s law officer and locked the officer in the court 

outhouse. After that, Arthur’s father, Mr. Radley, took him home and he wasn’t seen again 

for fifteen years. But it was said that one day Boo Radley stabbed his father in the leg 

with a pair of scissors while cutting newspaper clippings for his scrapbook. For this he was 

locked in the courthouse basement. From these stories learned from gossiping neighbors, 

Jem, Scout, and Dill made ghost stories of Boo Radley, and the other children in town were 

afraid of him as well. They said that he only came out at night to eat cats and squirrels, 

and he was the local spook. Boo, however, begins to win Scout and Jem over by leaving gifts 

for them in the knothole of an oak tree until his brother, Nathan, cements the knothole. 

Boo even covers Scout with a blanket on a cold night she and Jem spent in front of the 

Radley house while Miss Maudie’s house burned down. Boo was so quiet that Scout never 

even realized he’d covered her shoulders with the blanket until after the fact.  

 

 

Mrs. Henry Lafayette Dubose: Mrs. Dubose is a sickly old neighbor two houses down from 

the Finches. She is a crotchety old woman who yells mean things at Scout and Jem about 

how they’ll amount to nothing when they grow up. Jem takes her abuse until she says 

something mean about Atticus, and that finally gets to him. That afternoon on his way back 

from town Jem takes Scout’s new baton and breaks off all the blossoms of Mrs. Dubose’s 

camellia bush. Atticus sends him down to apologize to her and she insists that Jem read to 

her for two hours every afternoon for a month. He does it and hates every minute of it. 

Not long after his sentence ends, Mrs. Dubose dies and leaves Jem a perfect camellia 

blossom. Atticus explains that she was a morphine addict, and she died after freeing 

herself from her addiction. Atticus considers her one of the bravest people he knows and 

he wanted Jem to see that about her. 

 

 
 


