
COURAGE 

 

Chapter 6 

 

Curiosity finally got the better of Dill and Jem, and it created in them the courage 

to sneak up to the Radley house to peer in the windows until they got caught and 

had to run away. 

 

Curiosity wasn't the only thing that bred courage. Because Jem didn't want to 

disappoint Atticus, he was forced to go back to the Radley place to retrieve his 

pants so that he wouldn't have to explain where he'd lost them. Although he knew 

it was dangerous and he was scared to go, Jem went to the Radley place because 

the courage to go there was easier to summon than the courage to face Atticus 

and tell him that Jem had flat-out disobeyed him. 
 

 

INNOCENCE 

Chapter 7 

 

Jem realized that it was Boo Radley leaving little gifts for them in the knothole of 

the oak tree, and he was crushed when Nathan Radley cemented up their only line 

of communication. Nathan said he did it because the tree was dying, but it was 

obvious to Jem that he did it just to keep them from communicating with Boo, and 

it made him sad. 

 

Chapter 8 

 

When Atticus suggested they return the blanket to the Radley house, Jem poured 

out all the secrets they'd been keeping about their contact with Boo Radley and 

how Nathan found ways to prevent it. Jem didn't want to return the blanket 

because he didn't want to get Boo into trouble since he'd never done anything but 

help them out although he'd had plenty of opportunity to hurt them. Jem realizes 

that Boo is a friend in a way and he wants to protect him, so he was willing to 

expose all his secrets to Atticus in order to protect Boo. 

 

 



BENEVOLENCE 

 

Chapter 7 

 

Boo Radley found Jem's pants all tangled in the fence and mended them for him 

and left them folded across the fence. Jem thought about this incident for a week 

before he told Scout about it. 

 

Boo kept leaving little trinkets and surprises in the knothole for Jem and Scout to 

find, and just when they were going to thank him, Nathan took away their line of 

communication. The things that Boo left for the children won them over, and Jem, 

more than Scout, was pretty certain who their benefactor was. 

 

Chapter 8 

 

While Scout and Jem stood watching Miss Maudie's house burn down, they were 

shivering in the cold air. What Scout didn't notice, until Atticus called it to her 

attention, was that someone had given her a brown blanket without her realizing it. 

Boo Radley had sneaked up behind her and covered her shoulders with the blanket 

while she and Jem were so absorbed in watching the fire. 

 

 

 
 


