
INNOCENCE 

 

Chapter 9 

 

Scout hears her classmates saying terrible things about Atticus because he's 

defending a black man, but she doesn't see the wrong in what her father is doing. 

Atticus explains to her that it's not really a bad thing, but some people see it that 

way. Scout is too young to understand prejudice and injustice. Atticus tries to 

preserve this innocence by raising her to believe that there is nothing wrong with 

defending a black man. It's his duty, and so it should be hers as well. 

 

 

Chapter 10 * 

 

It's a sin to kill a mockingbird because they are innocent birds who only live to 

make music for us to enjoy. That's what Atticus and Miss Maudie told Scout after 

she and Jem got their air rifles for Christmas. It's a sin to willfully destroy 

innocence, and a mockingbird embodies innocence. 

 

 

 

COURAGE 

 

Chapter 10 

 

Atticus showed his children that he was a courageous man when he stepped into 

the street to face down a rabid dog. Although he didn't consider the act 

particularly courageous and was completely uninterested in proving anything to his 

children, Jem and Scout were proud of, and impressed by, his courage in such a 

precarious situation. But shooting something wasn't really Atticus' idea of courage. 

He viewed courage on a more intellectual level, as a moral thing, not as something 

that can be proved with a weapon. 

 

Chapter 11 

 

Atticus uses Mrs. Dubose as an example of true courage to show Jem that courage 

isn't a man with a gun, but someone who fights for what's right whether he or she 

wins or not. 



BENEVOLENCE 

 

 

Chapter 11 

 

Atticus goes out of his way to be polite and kind to Mr. Dubose because he knows 

that she is suffering. Although she is mean to his children and says horrible things 

about him, he chooses to be kind to her and tells them to do the same because he 

knows she's in pain. He teaches them acceptance and compassion rather than 

vengeance. 

 
 

 


