
EXAMPLES: INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPHS 

 

Ruthless accusations, resentment between neighbors, and strict Puritan religion all 

contributed to the death of over twenty people during the Salem Witch Trials in 1692. 

During this witch hysteria, numerous citizens of Salem, Massachusetts were persecuted 

by the Church and convicted of working alongside the Devil. Accusations flew during 

these several months as people fought to protect their lives and reputations. These events 

are illustrated in Arthur Miller’s play The Crucible. A crucible is defined as a vessel or 

pot used for melting a substance, requiring a great deal of heat. Several characters 

including John Proctor and Mary Warren, as well as the integrity of Salem’s people, melt 

down and change like the material inside a crucible, making The Crucible an appropriate 

title for Miller’s play.  

 

 Rarely in human history has an incident occurred quite like the events that 

transpired in the town of Salem, Massachusetts.  In 1692, Salem was overtaken by fear, 

trials, alleged witchcraft, and executions.  The story of the infamous witch trials of Salem 

was retold over two hundred years later in the play The Crucible by Arthur Miller. The 

title is justly named because the dynamic characters, ever-changing plot, and major ideas 

all relate to that title.  One definition of the word crucible is a vessel used to heat 

substances to high temperatures in order to break down and change their shape.  A 

crucible can also be a severe test.  However, it may seem puzzling that the title of a book 

about witch trials was the name of a pot used for heating.  When one takes a closer look 

at the characters such as Mary Warren and Giles Corey, the events such as the accusation 

process, as well as the central ideas of fear and ignorance, the title makes perfect sense.    

1] underline the thesis statement in each paragraph 

 

2. State one positive observation about each paragraph; 

make it a literary observation 


