
To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 1 

Scout, formally known as Jean Louise Finch, talks about how her brother Jem, 

older by 4 years, broke his arm badly at the elbow when he was thirteen. To this 

day she insists that the entire incident began with the Ewell family, the most 

wretched family in Maycomb County, but Jem disagrees. He believes that the 

whole thing started way back when Dill came from Meridian, Mississippi, to spend 

his first summer in Maycomb with his aunt, Rachel Haverford, the Finch's 

neighbor. To take a broader view of things, Scout suggests that it all started when 

General Jackson chased the Creek Indians north and Simon Finch, their ancestor, 

moved up the river and built Finch's Landing. Because they couldn't decide who was 

right, they asked their father, Atticus, and he says that they were both right. 

Scout begins relating the stories of her childhood that build up to the night that 

Jem broke his arm. 

Scout remembers that Maycomb was a tired, slow-moving town when she first knew 

it as a child years ago. There was no hurry to get anywhere and nowhere to go 

beyond the boundaries of their small county. At that time the Finch family lived on 

the main residential street with Calpurnia, their cook. Scout and Jem liked Atticus 

very well as far as fathers go, but in her earlier years, Scout battled constantly 

with Calpurnia and always lost because Atticus usually sided with Cal. Scout 

believed then that Cal was too hard on her and liked Jem better. But her cries of 

injustice were ignored because Cal had been with the Finch family longer than 

Scout had. Calpurnia became a part of the Finch family when Jem was born and 

stayed on after Mrs. Finch died. Scout was only two years old when her mother 

passed away, so she didn't remember or miss her. But Jem could remember her, 

and Scout was sure that he missed her. 

When Scout was six and Jem was almost ten, they met Dill for the first time and 

made a lasting friend. Scout and Jem were playing in their backyard when they 

heard something in Miss Rachel's collard patch next door. Expecting to find a 

puppy, they found Charles Baker Harris, a.k.a. Dill, sitting in the collard patch 

watching them. Dill was a little fellow with blue linen shorts that buttoned to his 

shirt. He had a shock of white hair on top of his head and blue eyes. He was almost 

seven years old, a year older than Scout was then, but he was small for his age. He 

was so small, in fact, that when he'd been sitting in the collard patch, he wasn't 

any taller than the leaves. Dill bragged that he could read, but Jem was 

unimpressed because Scout had been reading since she was born. Although Dill 

didn't win them over with his literacy, he hooked them when he told them about 
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seeing Dracula at the movies. From that moment on, they were inseparable friends. 

For the rest of the summer the three of them played together. As the days went 

by and they bored with their games, Dill became fascinated with the Radley place, 

a gray and isolated house three doors down from the Finch's house. 

To entertain and inform Dill, Jem and Scout had told stories about the living ghost 

in the Radley house. Miss Stephanie Crawford, a gossipy neighbor, had given Jem 

all his information because Atticus wouldn't talk about the Radleys. He had always 

told Jem to mind his own business and let the Radleys mind theirs. Miss Stephanie, 

however, was happy to tell Jem that from the beginning the Radley family seemed 

peculiar to Maycomb because they kept to themselves. They didn't associate with 

their neighbors during the week, and they didn't even go to church on 

Sundays. Mrs. Radley only came outside to sweep the porch and water her cannas, 

and although Mr. Radley walked into town every day at 11:30 and returned promptly 

at noon, he didn't speak to people. Jem and Scout could attest to that information 

because when they used to pass him on the sidewalk and greet him with polite 

caution, he'd only cough in response. That was all long before Dill arrived in 

Maycomb. 

Miss Stephanie explained that the story about Arthur Radley, known to the 

children of Maycomb as Boo, was that he got involved with the wrong crowd when 

he was a teenager. One night the boys locked the Maycomb County beadle in the 

courthouse outhouse. After that transgression Boo Radley's father locked him up 

in their own house. It was said that Boo wasn't seen again for fifteen years, until 

one day that Jem was old enough to vaguely recall. The gossips claimed that Boo 

had been cutting newspaper articles for his scrapbook and his father walked by. 

Without any warning, Boo supposedly stabbed him in the leg with the scissors and 

then went right back to clipping articles. Mr. Radley insisted that he not be sent to 

an asylum, so Boo was locked in the courthouse basement until the city council 

insisted that he go back home. Boo hadn't been seen in daylight by anyone since 

then, and his presence was a great source of curiosity for Scout, Jem, and Dill. 

When Mr. Radley died, the neighborhood had expected that Boo would come out, 

but he didn't. Instead, his older brother, Nathan, moved back to Maycomb from 

Pensacola and took his father's place in almost every way. He was just like old Mr. 

Radley except that he would speak to Jem and Scout on his daily walks to town. 
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Now the legends around Maycomb dictated that Boo Radley would only come out at 

night when there was no moon, and he would peep in windows. Miss Stephanie 

claimed that she awoke one night and saw Boo Radley peering in her window, and 

Jem could swear that he'd seen his footprints in their backyard. Boo's fearful 

neighbors automatically attributed to him any crimes committed in Maycomb 

County, and total belief in these stories made it necessary to run full speed past 

the Radley house when the kids had to pass it on the way to school. 

The more Dill learned about Boo, the more determined he was to find a way to 

make him come out that summer. Thinking that Boo would come out if he saw 

someone in his yard, Dill bet that Jem wouldn't get any further than the Radley 

gate. Jem, after a few days of pondering, was goaded into running up to touch the 

corner of the house. As he ran back out the gate, Scout and Dill followed close 

behind lest the terrible Boo Radley catch them. Breathing heavily on their porch, 

the kids looked back at the Radley house and nothing had changed except the 

slight movement of an indoor shutter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 2 

Dill left soon after that to go back to Meridian, and it was time for Scout to go to 

school for the first time. She had been waiting her whole life to go to school, but 

it turned out to be a great disappointment. Miss Caroline, Scout's very young first 

grade teacher from North Alabama, was surprised to find that Scout could read 

very well and even write in cursive. Rather than being proud of her or excited 

about such a bright pupil, Miss Caroline told Scout that she was not allowed to read 

with her father anymore because Atticus didn't know how to teach. Scout was 

crushed. 

Then, just before lunch, Scout tried to helpfully explain to Miss Caroline 

that Walter Cunningham did not have a lunch with him because he was poor. Scout 

knew that because Miss Caroline wasn't from Maycomb she wouldn't understand 

that Walter couldn't take the quarter she kept offering him because the 

Cunningham's didn't borrow what they couldn't pay back. Scout was educated on 

the Cunningham's particular situation because Atticus had once helped Walter's 

father with a legal matter pertaining to his land, and Mr. Cunningham had paid 

Atticus with farm goods rather than money. Miss Caroline, however, thought Scout 

was just being rude, so she swatted her hand with a ruler and made her stand in 

the corner. Scout was exiled there until the lunch bell rang. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 3 

When Jem started across the schoolyard to go home for lunch, he found Scout 

rubbing Walter Cunningham's nose in the dirt. She blamed him for getting off on 

the wrong foot with her teacher. Jem called his sister off of the little boy and 

invited Walter to come home with them for lunch. Walter was reluctant until Jem 

assured him that their fathers were friends. He also promised Walter that Scout 

wouldn't fight him anymore, and although it annoyed her to be bossed around by 

her big brother, she agreed to behave herself. 

When Atticus met them at home for lunch, he and Walter talked about farming. 

Scout noticed that Walter sounded like a grown man because he knew so much 

about it. Dinner went along almost smoothly until Walter poured molasses all over 

his food and Scout asked him "what the sam hill he was doing." She embarrassed 

Walter and Calpurnia called her into the kitchen and gave her a stern talking-to. 

Cal told Scout that Walter was company and you never question the ways of 

company. Then she swatted Scout on the behind and made her finish her lunch in 

the kitchen. Scout says, 

"I told Calpurnia to just wait, I'd fix her: one of these days when she wasn't 
looking I'd go off and drown myself in Barker's Eddy and then she'd be sorry. 
Besides, I added, she'd already gotten me in trouble once today: she had taught 
me to write and it was all her fault." Chapter 3, Pg. 29 

In class that afternoon, Miss Caroline had another run-in with a student, but this 

time it was with Burris Ewell. Burris, being a member of the Ewell family, was 

unclean and ill mannered. After Miss Caroline saw a "cootie" Chapter 3, Pg. 30 crawl 

out of his hair and tried to send him home to clean up, one of the other students 

explained that he was just a Ewell (like Walter was just a Cunningham). The little 

boy said that Burris wouldn't come back after the first day of school because that 

was the only day any of the Ewell children came to school. With this new 

information, Miss Caroline told him to stay and then he challenged her to make him 

stay. Knowing she couldn't win with him, she told him to leave again, and on his way 

out he called her names and yelled horrible things at her, to make sure she was 

crying before he left. The rest of the first grade tried to comfort her. 
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By the end of the day, Scout was sure that she didn't want to go back to school 

because she didn't want to have to refrain from reading and writing for nine whole 

months. After supper Atticus asked Scout if she was ready to read, and she told 

him that she didn't want to go to school anymore. She explained that she didn't 

want to go because Miss Caroline wouldn't allow her to read and write. Atticus 

insisted that she go to school, but with his insistence, he offered her a 

compromise. He said that they would read together every night as they always had 

if she went to school as she should, but she wasn't to tell her teacher about their 

reading. The deal worked and Scout grudgingly went to school. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 4 

The rest of the school year passed in a haze of boredom as did the following years 

of her public education. For Scout, the saving grace of that year was the 

excitement of finding surprises in the knothole of a Radley oak tree she passed on 

the way home from school. The first time she noticed the knothole was one day 

when something shiny caught her eye. She went back to look and found two pieces 

of gum in shiny wrappers. After sniffing and licking them to make sure they 

weren't poisoned, she chewed the fat wad until Jem came home and made her spit 

it out. On the last day of school as they walked by the knothole together, they 

found a ring box wrapped in the shiny tin of gum wrappers and inside were two 

scrubbed Indian-head pennies. Jem kept the treasures in a trunk in his room and 

they were baffled as to who would leave their treasures in the knothole of the oak 

tree. They had all summer to think about it because school was over and they 

wouldn't pass by the Radley place anymore until the fall. 

Dill came back to Maycomb a few days later. On their first day out in the yard 

they couldn't decide what to play, so Scout suggested that they roll in an old tire. 

She rolled herself up inside it and Jem pushed her as hard as he could. When she 

dizzily popped out of the tire in a heap, Jem was yelling at her and she saw that 

she was laying in the Radley yard. Realizing where was, she scrambled back to the 

front porch of her house. Scout was so frightened that Jem accused her of 

turning into a girl, but her reason to be afraid was she heard laughing inside the 

house. She did not tell Jem what she heard. 

After that Jem suggested a new game, the Boo Radley game. They were assigned 

parts in the stories that they'd heard about Boo Radley, and although Scout was 

afraid to play it at first, she was pressured into it. They'd act out each part of the 

story that they knew, and when it was time for Boo to stab his father, Jem would 

sneak in the house and steal the sewing scissors while Cal's back was turned. They 

would stop their game whenever any of the neighbors were looking, but one day 

Atticus caught them and took the scissors away. He suggested that if their game 

had anything to do with the Radleys, they'd better quit playing it. Jem denied that 

it did and assured Dill that they could keep playing. When Scout hesitated, Jem 

told her she was being a girl, but Atticus was only the second reason she didn't 

want to play. The first was that when she'd rolled into the Radley yard, amid all 

Jem's shouts and her nausea, she'd heard someone inside the house laughing and 

she was sure it was Boo. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 5 

After enough of Scout's nagging, Jem finally gave up the Boo Radley game. 

Although Dill had asked Scout to marry him, he and Jem spent a lot of time on 

their own. Since Dill and Jem were inseparable, Scout began to spend the evenings 

on Miss Maudie Atkinson's porch. Miss Maudie had always allowed Jem and Scout 

to play in her yard across the street from the Finch house provided that they 

stayed out of her flowers. Before Scout began spending time with her on her 

porch, she and Jem had never really gotten to know Miss Maudie, but once they 

did, they found out that she was a nice lady despite her acidic tongue. 

One night Scout asked her if Boo Radley was still alive. Miss Maudie said that he 

was and insisted that the stories Scout had heard were made up, a significant 

portion of the lies constructed by Miss Stephanie Crawford. Miss Maudie explained 

that when she'd known Arthur as a little boy, he'd been as polite as he could be to 

her, but maybe after so long inside that house he had gone crazy. 

The next morning Dill and Jem decided to write Boo a note and stick it on the 

windowsill with a fishing pole so that they wouldn't have to go up to the house and 

risk getting caught. Dill and Scout were the lookouts, and Dill would ring a silver 

dinner bell if anyone was coming so that they could get away from the Radley place. 

The note requested that Boo come out and tell them what he does in there, and in 

exchange they would buy him an ice cream cone. As Jem struggled with the note 

and the pole, trying to make it stay on the sill of a window with a broken shutter, 

the bell started clanging and Dill stood face to face with Atticus. After Atticus 

lectured them about the privacy of Boo Radley and his family and their right to live 

in peace without children bothering them, he used his courtroom technique to trick 

Jem into admitting that the game they were playing did involve Boo Radley. Jem 

was so bewildered that he had been suckered that he didn't argue anymore and 

instead pouted because his father had tricked him. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 6 

Although Atticus had instructed the children to leave Boo Radley alone, Jem and 

Dill just couldn't let it go. So on Dill's last night in Maycomb, after watching Mr. 

Avery pee off of his porch, Jem and Dill convinced Scout to go with them over to 

the Radley place and sneak up to the house to look in the window. 

They couldn't see much in the window, so Jem had creeped up onto the porch and 

was peeking in the window when Dill and Scout saw a long, black shadow fall over 

him. Jem felt it and looked up. The shadow retreated and the kids took off 

running. Almost to the fence line that separated Radley property from the 

schoolyard, they heard a shotgun blast go off. They scrambled through the fence, 

but Jem caught his pants on the barbed wire and had to wiggle out of them and 

head for home. When they got to their house they saw a small crowd gathered in 

front of the Radley house, and they went over so as not to look suspicious. Nathan 

Radley was explaining that a colored man had been on his property and he didn't 

shoot at him, but he planned to put a bullet in whatever caused the next sound he 

heard out there. 

After a moment Miss Stephanie noticed that Jem wasn't wearing pants. They made 

up an excuse about losing the pants to Dill in a game of strip poker played with 

matches. 

That night while Jem and Scout were out on the screened porch, Jem decided that 

he had to go back to the Radley place for his pants so he wouldn't have to tell 

Atticus what happened. Scout didn't want him to go because she worried that he'd 

get shot and in comparison a whipping seemed like no big deal, but Jem refused to 

listen. He explained that Atticus had never whipped him before and he'd like to 

keep it that way, so he was going back for his pants. Scout says, "It was then, I 

suppose, that Jem and I first began to part company. Sometimes I did not 

understand him, but my periods of bewilderment were short-lived." Chapter 6, Pg. 

61 Scout waited and after a while Jem crept silently back onto the porch. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 7 

Jem stayed quiet and moody for a week, so Scout left him alone until he was ready 

to talk. School started, and Scout discovered that second grade wasn't much of an 

improvement on first grade. One afternoon Jem confessed the secret he'd been 

mulling over since the night he went back to the Radley place to retrieve his pants. 

He told Scout that when he'd wriggled out of his pants in such a hurry, they'd 

been tangled up in the fence, but when he went back to get them, they were folded 

across the fence and had been sewn up in a crude manner. They had seemed to be 

waiting for him, and that worried Jem. 

They walked past their tree with the knothole and a gray ball of twine was stuck in 

the hole. They waited for three days before they took it just to be sure it wasn't 

someone's hiding place, but no one claimed the twine, so Jem took it. As days 

passed they found two soap carvings that closely resembled Scout and Jem, an 

entire pack of gum, a spelling bee medal, and a broken pocket watch with an 

aluminum knife on its chain. They decided to leave a note for their benefactor, but 

before they could leave the note in the knothole, Nathan Radley had cemented the 

knothole over. Nathan claimed that the tree was dying, so he cemented it up to 

save it. Later that evening Jem asked Atticus if the tree looked sick, and he said 

no. When Jem came in from the porch, Scout could tell he'd been crying. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 8 

That winter an unusual thing happened in Maycomb County -- it snowed. Mr. Avery, 

the pot-bellied neighbor they'd watched peeing off his porch last summer, insisted 

that the weather changed because of bad children like Scout and Jem. They 

ignored him and went on playing in the thin layer of snow. Then Jem was struck 

with inspiration. He constructed a skeleton of sticks and mud before he plastered 

the snow over it, and the pot-bellied snowman looked suspiciously like Mr. Avery. 

Atticus, amused and impressed, insisted that they try to disguise the resemblance 

by dressing it up with Miss Maudie's straw hat and garden shears. 

That night was colder than anyone in Maycomb County remembered, and Atticus 

woke Scout after what seemed like only a few minutes of sleep because Miss 

Maudie's house was burning. Atticus sent Scout and Jem down the street by the 

Radley place to watch from a safe distance, and they stood there shivering as their 

neighbor's house melted to ashes. Scout and Jem shivered together on the 

sidewalk in front of the Radley place, and when they went back home, Atticus 

noticed a brown blanket around Scout's shoulders. She had no idea where it came 

from and was shocked when Atticus said that it was Boo who had covered her up. 

When Atticus suggested that they return the blanket, Jem refused and then 

poured out all their secrets about his pants, about the knothole, and how Nathan 

cemented up the knothole to keep them from having contact with Boo. Atticus 

agreed that they should just keep all of this to themselves and maybe one day 

Scout could thank the man who covered her with the blanket. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 9 

A kid at school began giving Scout trouble because her father was defending a black man. 

Scout wasn't sure what he meant by that or why that was such a bad thing, so before she 

cleaned his clock, she consulted Atticus to learn more about the matter. Atticus explained 

to her that he was defending Tom Robinson, a black man, in a trial. He said that he had to 

do it although he knew he wasn't going to win because if he didn't take on this fight, he 

couldn't expect Jem or Scout to ever mind him again, and he couldn't represent their town 

in the state legislature. Scout really didn't understand what he was talking about, but he 

asked her not to fight whenever someone made comments about him or this case. He 

wanted her to remember that although it might get ugly, these people were still their 

friends and Maycomb County was still their home. So Scout did the unthinkable and walked 

away from a fight because she didn't want to let Atticus down, and she made good on that 

bargain until Christmas. 

Uncle Jack, younger brother to Atticus, came to spend his annual Christmas week in 

Maycomb County, and he stayed with Atticus and the kids as usual. Shortly after his 

arrival, he was introduced to Scout's new speech -- she was cursing left and right as part 

of her campaign to get out of school. She thought that if Atticus figured she had learned 

such words at school, he'd stop sending her. He, however, just ignored it and advised his 

brother to do so as well, but when Scout requested at dinner that Jack "pass the damn 

ham, please" Chapter 9, Pg. 83, Jack could take no more of Scout's vulgarity. He gave her a 

talking-to after dinner, instructing her that words like "damn" and "hell" were only to be 

used in instances of extreme provocation and that was that. 

The next morning was Christmas and after receiving the air rifles they begged for, it was 

time to go to Finch's Landing to visit their Aunt Alexandra. Scout and Jem disliked the 

trips to the Landing because their cousin, Francis was a sniveling brat and they were 

forced to play with him while they were there. On the other hand, the food was wonderful, 

so they were almost willing to suffer through a day with Francis. Alexandra constantly 

harped on the fact that Scout wore pants. Although Scout insisted that she couldn't do 

anything in a dress, Alexandra was certain that she need not be doing anything that 

required her to wear pants. She told Scout that she needed to behave herself and be a ray 

of sunshine in her father's sad life. Scout observed:"that one could be a ray of sunshine in 
pants just as well, but Aunty said that... I was born good but had grown progressively 
worse every year . . . .but when I asked Atticus about it, he said there were already enough 
sunbeams in the family and to go on about my business, he didn't mind me much the way I 
was." Chapter 9, Pg. 86 
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In the course of conversation with Francis, Scout mentioned Dill, and Francis began to 

make fun of her. He said that Alexandra had said that Dill didn't really have a home in 

Meridian, but was passed from relative to relative. Then he said that it wasn't Scout's 

fault she was too dumb to know that because Alexandra said it was Atticus who let her and 

Jem run around with stray dogs. Alexandra also said that if Atticus was a "'nigger-

lover'"Chapter 9, Pg. 87, that's his own business, too, but it's ruining the rest of the 

family. Francis kept taunting her until she couldn't take anymore and she pounced on him 

and walloped him until Jack pinned her. Francis insisted that Scout called him a "'whore-

lady'" Chapter 9, Pg. 89 and then hit him, and Scout owned up to it. Jack, without hearing 

her side of things, whipped her for her transgressions and she pouted long after they 

arrived at home. 

When Jack came in to talk to her she explained that he didn't understand children at all 

because he hadn't even listened to her side of the story before he whipped her. She told 

him what Francis had been saying about Atticus. She hadn't really understood what the 

words he said meant, but she knew by the way he was saying it that it was bad and she 

couldn't let anyone talk bad about Atticus. Although Jack wanted to tear Francis up for 

the things he said, Scout made him promise not to say anything because she didn't want 

Atticus to know she'd let him down by fighting over someone saying bad things about him. 

Then she asked Jack what a whore-lady was, and he avoided her question and left it at 

that. 

Later that night Scout tiptoed downstairs for a drink and she overheard Atticus and Jack 

talking. She listened in because they were discussing her behavior and she was waiting to 

see if Uncle Jack would break his promise to her and tell Atticus why she had fought 

Francis. He didn't say a word. Atticus explained to Jack that he knew Scout tried to do 

the right thing, and although she didn't even come close to it most of the time, she knew 

that Atticus knew she tried and that's all that mattered. He explained that times were 

going to be difficult for their family because of the upcoming trial, but he hoped that 

Scout and Jem would come to him for answers to the questions that this trial was going to 

raise instead of listening to the townspeople. He didn't want his children to be infected 

with the same paranoia and hatred that most Maycomb County people were afflicted by 

whenever a situation with a colored person arose. As Scout listened in, Atticus called out 

to her and told her to go to bed. Scout says, "I never figured out how Atticus knew I was 

listening, and it was not until many years later that I realized he wanted me to hear every 

word he said." Chapter 9, Pg. 93 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 10 

Scout's promise to Atticus about fighting was tested constantly at school because of the 

case he had taken on, but she bit the bullet and kept her fists down. She and Jem began to 

notice that their father was older than most of their classmates' fathers. Scout viewed 

him as feeble and was disappointed that he couldn't do the things most fathers did like 

playing football in the Methodist versus Baptist fundraiser game. He didn't hunt or fish or 

play poker. All he really did was sit in their living room and read. And he didn't have an 

admirable job like a dump truck driver or a farmer or even a mechanic. He just sat in an 

office. And to top it all off, he wore glasses. He didn't even teach Jem and Scout to shoot 

when they got their air rifles, but he did ask that they shoot at tin cans or bluejays but 

not mockingbirds because it was a sin to kill mockingbirds. Scout had never heard her 

daddy say that something was a sin, so she was naturally curious as to why mockingbirds 

were so special. She went to Miss Maudie for answers, and Miss Maudie explained that, 

"'Mockingbirds don't do one thing but make music for us to enjoy. They don't eat up 

people's gardens, don't nest in corncribs, they don't do one thing but sing their hearts out 

for us. That's why it's a sin to kill a mockingbird.'" Chapter 10, Pg. 94 

Then Scout went on to discuss her disappointment that Atticus was older than most dads 

were and he couldn't do anything really impressive. Miss Maudie tried to ease Scout's 

disillusionment, but in her mind, Atticus was just an old man. 

One Saturday not long after that, Scout and Jem were playing outside when Jem noticed 

that old Tim Johnson, the liver-colored dog who belonged to a man from the Southern 

edge of town, was acting strangely. They ran inside to tell Cal, and when she saw him, she 

raised the alarm that a rabid dog was heading for their street. All the neighbors closed up 

their doors when the operator called them with the news, but the Radleys didn't have a 

phone. Cal ran to their house and banged on the door warning them, but there was no 

response. She and the children locked themselves in and watched at the windows for the 

dog to come down their street. Atticus came home with Heck Tate, the Maycomb sheriff , 

and they waited for the dog to come around the bend in the road. The dog stopped in front 

of the Radley house, and Heck was afraid that if he shot and missed, the bullet would go 

into the house and the dog would attack. It was a one-shot kind of job, so he insisted that 

Atticus do it. Scout and Jem were shocked to see the father they considered feeble walk 

into the street with the mad dog, drop his glasses, and shoot the gun like an expert. Tim 

Johnson was dropped with one shot, and Jem and Scout learned that day that their father 

was an expert marksman. 

Miss Maudie explained that Atticus didn't hunt because he realized that God had given 

him an unfair advantage over most creatures, and he decided that he wouldn't shoot 

anymore until it was necessary. He had never mentioned it before because Atticus was too 

much of a gentleman to brag about his marksmanship. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 11 

When Scout was well into second grade, she and Jem had moved beyond harassing Boo 

Radley and had grown more interested in the actual town of Maycomb. The only problem 

was that to get to town, they had to pass the home of Mrs. Henry Lafayette Dubose, who 

lived two doors down. She was a mean old woman who always yelled terrible things at Scout 

and Jem. She lived alone with only a colored girl who took care of her, and the part of the 

day that she didn't spend in bed, she spent wrapped in shawls in a wheelchair on her front 

porch. It was rumored among the town that she kept a Confederate pistol hidden under 

those shawls, but no one knew for certain. No matter how they tried to handle Mrs. 

Dubose, she was always cross and mean to them, and Atticus told them to ignore it 

because she was just a sick, old lady. Because they were older then, Jem insisted that 

they meet Atticus at the post office on his way home from work, and that meant passing 

Mrs. Dubose every day. And every day Atticus would stop at her house, take his hat off, 

and wish her a cheerful good day. Then he would swing Scout up onto his shoulders and 

they would continue home. Scout said, "It was times like these when I thought my father, 

who hated guns and had never been to any wars, was the bravest man who ever 

lived." Chapter 11, Pg. 105 

The day after Jem turned twelve, he and Scout set out for town to spend his birthday 

money. Jem planned to buy himself a miniature steam engine and with the money left over, 

he was going to buy Scout the baton she'd been eyeballing for a while. As they walked past 

Mrs. Dubose's house, she began with her barrage of insults and barbs, and Jem warned 

Scout to just ignore her like Atticus said, but then Mrs. Dubose made a comment that hit 

home. She began ranting about Atticus defending Tom Robinson and then went on to say 

that he was no better than the trash he represented in court. Jem's face turned red and 

Scout pulled him down the sidewalk toward town with Mrs. Dubose yelling after them 

about the degeneration of their family. They went on to town and Jem bought the steam 

engine and the baton, but he took no joy in his new possession. Mrs. Dubose wasn't on the 

porch when Scout and Jem approached her house this time. Suddenly Jem took Scout's 

baton and ran into Mrs. Dubose's yard. Using the baton as a machete, he snapped the tops 

off of every camellia bush in her front yard and then, when he was finished, he bent the 

baton over his knee and left it amidst the litter of leaves and blossoms that covered the 

yard. Scout was screaming by that time and he grabbed her by the hair and told her to 

hush or he'd pull every hair out of her head. She kept screaming over her lost baton, and 

he kicked her. Then she lost her balance and fell on her face, and although he roughly 

helped her up, he seemed sorry. 

They didn't meet Atticus at the corner of the post office that day. When he came home, 

he had Scout's broken baton and some camellia buds in his hand. He sent Jem back to Mrs. 

Dubose's house to have a talk with her. While Jem was gone, Atticus talked to Scout 

about the case. He explained that he realized that it was hard on them, but defending Tom 
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Robinson is something he had to do or he couldn't live with himself. When Scout asked how 

he could be right if everyone else thought he was wrong, he told her that "'The one thing 

that doesn't abide by majority rule is a person's conscience.'" Chapter 11, Pg. 109 

Jem came back and told them that among the other things he had to do for her, Mrs. 

Dubose had also asked him to come every day for a month and read to her for two hours. 

He didn't want to, but Atticus insisted that he do it, and so the next day he and Scout 

went to Mrs. Dubose's house to read. She handed out her usual verbal abuse for a while, 

but then she seemed to go off into her own little world, and her mouth worked and her 

head moved as if she was having some sort of fit. She didn't seem to hear a word Jem 

read, and then an alarm clock went off. The girl who lived with Mrs. Dubose sent them 

away because it was time for the old woman's medicine. 

A month later, Scout and Jem were at Mrs. Dubose's house reading when Atticus came to 

the door. He had come home and the children weren't there, so he wanted to see if they 

were with Mrs. Dubose. It was then that Scout noticed that they'd been staying a little 

bit longer every day. The alarm clock was set for a few minutes later each day, and usually 

when it rang, Mrs. Dubose was in the middle of one of her fits, but she hadn't had a fit 

yet that day and it had been almost two hours. Mrs. Dubose said that Jem would read to 

her for one more week just to be certain -- certain of what was left up in the air because 

Jem started to protest, but Atticus shushed him with a hand gesture. On the way home 

Jem said that he'd been reading for a month and that was the deal. Atticus insisted that 

he read for one more week. So for another week, Jem and Scout listened to the abusive 

Mrs. Dubose, who didn't have any more fits. She sent them home every afternoon instead 

of the alarm clock, and then after a week was up, she sent them home for good. They were 

ecstatic to be free to enjoy the spring without the daily burden of Mrs. Dubose. 

More than a month passed and then Mrs. Dubose died. Atticus explained to Jem that Mrs. 

Dubose had been a morphine addict. Her fits were withdrawals, and although she only had 

a few months to live, she suffered through the fits because she wanted to break her 

addiction before she died, and she had. He told Jem that before she died, Mrs. Dubose 

had her servant girl prepare the box for Jem. When he opened it, he looked down at a 

perfect camellia blossom just like the ones he'd destroyed. Atticus explained that the 

camellia was her way of telling Jem that everything was okay. He said that Mrs. Dubose 

was truly courageous. Atticus was glad that Jem had been able to see what real courage 

was -- "'It's when you know you're licked before you begin but you begin anyway and you 

see it through no matter what. You rarely win, but sometimes you do.'" Chapter 11, Pg. 

116 Mrs. Dubose had won. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 12 

Since Jem had turned twelve, he had grown hard to handle -- moody and hungry all 

the time. Scout kept out of his way after he told her that it was time she started 

behaving like a girl. Atticus and Cal explained that he was just getting older and so 

Scout spent the beginning of her summer waiting for Dill. She was disappointed 

when she received a letter explaining that his mother had remarried, and he was 

not coming to Maycomb County that summer. Scout was at a loss for what to do 

with summer if Dill wasn't there and Jem was acting strangely. To top it all off, 

Atticus had to go to an emergency session of the state legislature. Life wasn't 

going well. 

While Atticus was gone, Cal stayed with Scout and Jem, and on Saturday Cal 

realized that Atticus hadn't made sure that Scout and Jem's teacher would be at 

their church on Sunday to make sure they behaved. He normally did that, but he 

must have forgotten this time, so Cal decided that they would go to church with 

her. 

When they went to church with Cal, there was an initially ugly encounter with a 

woman who insisted that those white children didn't belong at their church, but 

the rest of the congregation treated them like royalty. Reverend Sykes introduced 

Scout and Jem to the congregation as the children of the lawyer who was helping 

Tom Robinson. On the way home from church, Scout was full of questions about the 

differences in the church service and the way Cal talked around the Finches and 

then around her friends and neighbors at church. Scout also asked why Tom 

Robinson is in jail, and Cal explained that Bob Ewell accused Tom of raping his 

daughter, Mayella Ewell, so Tom was thrown in jail. When Scout asked what rape is, 

Cal instructed her to ask Atticus. Then Scout asked if she could visit Cal at home 

sometime, and Cal said that she'd welcome her. When they reached the Finch 

house, Alexandra was sitting on the front porch with her bags. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 13 

Alexandra announced that she'd be staying with them because she and Atticus had 

decided that it was time the children had a feminine influence in their home. 

Alexandra moved right in and made herself at home, and soon enough it seemed as 

if she'd lived there forever. She was an active part of the neighborhood, and she 

brought with her a sense of the social hierarchy of Maycomb County. When it 

became obvious to her that Scout and Jem had no sense of pride concerning their 

heritage as well as no sense of duty to their name, she insisted that Atticus 

explain to them that they were Finches and they should behave like it. Atticus 

tried to explain to them how they should behave being from a family of gentle 

breeding, and as he talked, he fidgeted uncomfortably and cleared his throat. His 

behavior and his request didn't seem like the Atticus they loved at all. As he had 

talked, he had realized the ludicrous request Alexandra had made on him and his 

children and told them to ignore what he'd said. When he had said that, Scout had 

felt like the old Atticus was back. Scout says that she "know[s] now what he was 

trying to do, but Atticus was only a man. It takes a woman to do that kind of work." 

Chapter 13, Pg. 137 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bookrags.com/notes/tkm/CHR.htm#18
http://www.bookrags.com/notes/tkm/CHR.htm#3
http://www.bookrags.com/notes/tkm/OBJ.htm#42
http://www.bookrags.com/notes/tkm/CHR.htm#1
http://www.bookrags.com/notes/tkm/CHR.htm#2
http://www.bookrags.com/notes/tkm/QUO.htm#13


To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 14 

As the summer went on, Scout and Jem heard more and more about their family in 

the whisperings of the townspeople when they walked past. Scout overheard 

someone say "rape" and remembered that she'd never asked Atticus about the 

definition. That night in the living room after dinner, Scout interrupted his reading 

to ask and he gave her the legal definition that she didn't understand but didn't 

question. In the course of their conversation, it came out that she and Jem had 

gone to church with Cal. Scout also remembered that she had wanted to visit Cal at 

home, but Alexandra said no before Atticus could answer. Scout insisted that 

she'd asked Atticus, and she got in trouble for sassing her aunt. Scout was 

mortified that Atticus had corrected her so harshly, so she went to the bathroom 

to escape the heat and retain what was left of her dignity. On her way back to the 

living room, she listened outside the door as Atticus and Alexandra argued. 

Alexandra insisted that Calpurnia wasn't needed anymore, but Atticus refused to 

let her go because she was part of the family to him and his children. 

Jem took Scout upstairs and told her that he would spank her if she bothered her 

aunt any more. Enraged at being reprimanded again that night, Scout just lit into 

him. When Atticus came upstairs and broke up the fight, Scout asked if she had to 

mind Jem now, too. Their father answered that she only had to mind him if he 

could make her and sent them both to bed. 

As Scout prepared for bed, she stepped on something warm and dry, but when she 

turned on the light, it had disappeared under her bed. She called Jem thinking it 

was a snake, and he got the broom to sweep it out. It turned out to be Dill hiding 

under her bed. He'd run away from home, and he expected them to hide him for a 

while. Although Scout was willing, Jem called Atticus and told him what was going 

on. Dill and Scout were astonished at his betrayal. Atticus told Dill's Aunt 

Rachel where he was so that Dill's parents wouldn't be worried, and it was agreed 

that Dill could stay with them for the night. 

During the night Dill came and crawled in bed with Scout rather than sleep with 

Jem. He'd run away because his mother and her new husband didn't really need him 

around. Scout didn't know how he felt because she knew that Atticus and Cal 

needed her around. As they drifted off to sleep Scout wondered aloud why Boo 

Radley never ran away, and Dill suggested that maybe he had nowhere to run to. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 15 

It came about that Dill's parents were convinced to let him stay in Maycomb 

County, and summer seemed perfect for about a week. Then the nightmare 

descended. One night while they were in the living room after dinner a group of 

men came to the Finch house to speak with Atticus. Although they'd only come to 

talk with Atticus about the danger of moving Tom Robinson to the Maycomb County 

jail, Jem thought it was a mob after Atticus. His father explained that those 

people were their friends and neighbors and that there were no mobs in Maycomb, 

so Jem need not worry. That night Jem told Scout that he was worried something 

would happen to Atticus, but he wouldn't be specific about his concerns, so Scout 

was left in the dark. 

At church the next day, Scout saw Heck Tate and Mr. Underwood, The Maycomb 
Tribune editor, talking to Atticus although they were not churchgoing men. Atticus 

told her that they'd shown up to tell him that Tom had been moved back to the 

Maycomb County jail. The rest of that Sunday passed in the same dull routine until 

that evening when Atticus came in the living room with a long extension cord with a 

light bulb on the end. He told them that he was going out and wouldn't be back 

until quite late so he was saying goodnight then. He drove away in the car, which he 

usually only used for business trips, and Jem's curiosity and concern were peaked. 

That night at bedtime he and Scout sneaked out of the house, gathered Dill, and 

headed to town to find Atticus. He wasn't in his office in the bank building, so they 

headed up the street to see if Atticus was at the newspaper with Mr. Underwood. 

As they walked they noticed a light in front of the jailhouse, which was unusual 

because the jail didn't have an outside light. As they got closer they discovered 

that Atticus was sitting under the extension cord with its light bulb hanging over 

his head. He was in a chair by the jail entrance reading a newspaper. They turned 

to take a shortcut home, satisfied that he was okay, but as they walked across the 

square, they saw four cars stop in front of the jail. 

Scout, Jem, and Dill hid themselves near enough to watch what happened as men 

got out of the cars. The men demanded Tom Robinson, but Atticus wouldn't budge. 

Scout, misunderstanding the seriousness of what was happening, ran through the 

crowd to her father. Dill and Jem followed her because they couldn't stop her. 

Atticus looked afraid then. Scout was embarrassed when she looked around and 

realized that she didn't know any of these men. They weren't the same group of 

neighbors who had gathered in their yard the night before. These people were 

strangers and they were all looking at her. Atticus insisted several times that Jem 
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take Dill and Scout home, but Jem wouldn't budge. While Atticus pleaded with 

Jem, Scout looked around again and recognized Mr. Cunningham, young Walter's 

father. She started talking to Mr. Cunningham about Walter and the case Atticus 

had helped him with. She kept trying to make desperate attempts at conversation 

and Mr. Cunningham didn't respond. Scout began to feel more embarrassed than 

ever so she kept rambling on. She realized she was sinking and looked around her 

again. Atticus stood with his mouth hanging open a little in amazement and Scout 

asked what was the matter. Mr. Cunningham surprisingly told her that he would tell 

Walter that she said hello as she'd asked him to do. Then the group of men got in 

their cars and drove away. 

When Scout turned to her father to ask if they could go home, he was sagging 

against the jail in relief. A voice from a window overhead asked if the men had 

gone and Atticus assured Tom that the men wouldn't bother him anymore. Then 

Mr. Underwood furthered that assurance from his window above the Tribune 
office as he leaned out with his shotgun and told Atticus that he'd had him 

covered the whole time. On the way home Jem and Atticus walked ahead of Scout 

and Dill, and although she expected Atticus to be angry with Jem for his 

disobedience, when they passed under a streetlight, Atticus was ruffling Jem's 

hair, the only sign of affection he ever exhibited. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 16 

When they returned home, Scout started crying when she went to bed because the 

full weight of what happened that night hit her and she was scared. Jem put her in 

bed with him and told her that it all might be over by the next day because that's 

when the trial was. The following morning Atticus ordered the children to stay at 

home and then he left for court. Scout and Jem watched from the front yard as a 

parade of people walked past their house all dressed up and on their way to town to 

watch the trial. After lunch Jem, Scout, and Dill sneaked into town and made their 

way into the courthouse with the rest of the crowd. While there, Scout overheard 

some old men talking about Atticus and one of them mentioned that the case had 

been assigned to him. She thought it strange that her father hadn't mentioned 

that before because it would have come in handy when she and Jem were defending 

him and themselves. The other man complained that the problem wasn't that 

Atticus was assigned to defend Tom Robinson, but that he planned to really defend 

Tom. 

Inside the courthouse, the room was packed, so Reverend Sykes took the children 

upstairs with him and they watched the trial from the colored section of the court. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 17 

The trial began with Judge Taylor presiding. Heck Tate testified that on the evening of 

November twenty-first, Bob Ewell came to get him claiming that his daughter, Mayella, had 

been raped. When Heck and Bob returned to the Ewell home out by the town dump, 

Mayella was beat up and lying on the floor in one of the rooms of the small, dirty house. 

When Heck asked her who hurt her, she blamed Tom Robinson for the rape and beating. 

So Heck took him to jail and that was that. Atticus asked repeatedly if a doctor ever saw 

Mayella, but no one thought of taking her to the doctor. Atticus also determined from 

Heck's testimony that Mayella was beaten on the right side of her face. He stressed that 

observation to the jury because it was important to his defense. 

Now the Ewells were the most wretched people in Maycomb County. They lived out by the 

dump in a cabin roofed with flatted tin cans and insulated with sheets of corrugated iron. 

A makeshift fence surrounded their house and the yard was littered with refuse from the 

nearby dump. The most fascinating part of the yard, however, was the slop jars filled with 

red geraniums. The geraniums seemed to be well tended, and it was rumored that they 

belonged to Mayella. 

Bob Ewell was called to the stand next. In a cocky manner he answered his attorney's 

questions and explained that he was coming in from gathering kindling when he heard 

Mayella screaming. He dropped the load and went running to the house, but got tangled up 

in the fence. When he got away from the fence, he claimed that he ran to the window and 

saw Tom on top of his daughter. Ewell insisted that before he could get inside, Tom ran 

out, and because he was so worried about Mayella, he didn't go after Tom. He said he then 

went to get Heck Tate and brought him back to their home. Mr. Gilmer, the prosecuting 

attorney, finished questioning Ewell and Atticus began his cross-examination. 

Ewell was wary of Atticus' questions and was reluctant to cooperate, but Atticus lured him 

into a sense of security with a line of questioning about Mayella's injuries. Atticus asked 

him if he could read and write, and although it seemed irrelevant, the judge allowed the 

questioning. Atticus gave Ewell a pen and an envelope to write his name on and the room 

went silent. Everyone stared at him as he wrote his name. He didn't understand why 

everyone was so interested to see him write, and the judge pointed out that he was left-

handed. Seeing the implication in the fact that Mayella's injuries were on the right side of 

her face and Bob Ewell's dominant hand was his left, Ewell went on a tirade about how 

Atticus was a tricking lawyer who was taking advantage of him. He stuck to his story about 

Tom Robinson and Atticus ended his examination. 

From the balcony Jem watched the proceedings with glee, certain that Atticus had pinned 

Ewell and proved Tom innocent. Scout, however, was doubtful. She thought Jem was 

getting a little ahead of himself because Tom could just as easily be left-handed as well. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 18 

19-year-old Mayella Ewell was called to the stand next and she seemed fragile at first. 

She corroborated her father's story about the rape. She explained that she'd been on 

the front porch that evening while her father was gone. He'd left a chiffarobe for her to 

chop into kindling, but she said she wasn't feeling well. So when Tom walked by, she 

offered him a nickel to come in and chop it up for her. She said that when she went inside 

to get the money, he followed her in. She said he ran up behind her and got her around the 

neck. She said he hit her again and again. Then she said he flung her down and had his way 

with her. The next thing she claimed to remember was her father standing over her. Then 

she thought she fainted because the next thing that happened was Mr. Tate helped her up. 

It was Atticus' turn to cross-examine the witness, and Mayella was stubborn. Atticus 

began questioning her about her home life, establishing for the jury, without her 

realization, that her father was a drunkard who wasted the little money the family got 

from the state on liquor. When Atticus asked her if her father was good to her and easy 

to get along with, Mayella said that he was except when . . . but she didn't finish her 

sentence. She realized what Atticus was up to and denied that she'd started to say 

anything. Atticus then asked if her father had ever beat her when he was drunk. She 

denied that as well. 

Atticus asked Mayella if she'd ever called on Tom Robinson to do odd chores before. 

After she denied it repeatedly, she admitted that she might have asked him to before 

because she'd had a few Negroes do odd jobs, but she couldn't remember whom. Atticus 

asked if she remembered Tom hitting her in the face. She didn't answer for a while and 

then said that he did hit her, but she didn't remember it because it all happened so fast. 

Atticus told her to identify the man who raped her and she pointed to Tom, so Atticus 

made him stand up. The jury and the people in the courthouse were aghast to see that 

useless and limp arm at his side, Tom's left arm was twelve inches shorter than his right 

one with a withered hand at the end of it. Reverend Sykes explained to Jem and Scout 

that Tom had gotten it caught in a cotton gin as a child. 

Atticus shot a rapid-fire barrage of questions at Mayella then concerning how Tom could 

have held her down and raped her if she'd been fighting as hard as she could. And if she'd 

been screaming, why didn't her brothers and sisters come from the dump to see what was 

happening? Atticus presented the idea that maybe she didn't scream until she saw her 

father in the window. He asked her, "'What did your father see in the window, the crime 

of rape or the best defense to it?'" Chapter 18, Pg. 190 Mayella didn't answer any of his 

questions for a moment, and then she told him that she'd been raped and if he and all the 

yellow men in Maycomb County weren't going to do anything about it, then they were 

cowards. She refused to answer any questions after that. Then Atticus called his only 

witness. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 19 

Atticus called the defendant Tom Robinson to the stand to testify. When Tom tried to 

take the oath, his withered left hand slipped from the Bible, further proof that it was 

useless to him. When he took the stand, Tom admitted that he'd been in trouble with the 

law one other time because he'd gotten in a fight with a man who tried to cut him. He'd 

spent thirty days in jail because he couldn't pay the fine, and although the other man in 

the fight had been convicted of the misdemeanor as well, he hadn't served jail time 

because he paid the fine. With his record exposed, Atticus moved the questioning toward 

the case at hand. 

Tom explained that he passed Mayella Ewell's home every day on his way to work for Mr. 

Link Deas. Tom said that he would always tip his hat to Mayella, and one day she asked him 

to come inside the fence and chop up a chiffarobe for her. The discrepancy was that this 

was one day in the spring, not in November as she had testified. After he did the chopping, 

she said she guessed she'd have to pay him for it, but he refused the money. From that 

point on, she'd often asked him to come in and do small chores, and he had done them 

because it looked like she didn't get any help from her father, Bob Ewell, or her siblings. 

As Tom testified, Scout decided that Mayella Ewell must have been the loneliest person in 

the world. She didn't have any friends, and her family wasn't respected enough for people 

to chalk up their peculiarities to just being their way as the townspeople would do if they 

were talking about some of the wealthier citizens with unusual habits. "Maycomb gave [the 

Ewells] Christmas baskets, welfare money, and the back of its hand." Chapter 19, Pg. 194 

Tom explained that on November twenty-first he had been on his way home from work 

for Mr. Deas and he noticed that the Ewell place was unusually quiet. Mayella came out and 

hollered that she had some work for him to do inside the house. She told him that the 

door had come off its hinges and she needed him to fix it before it got cold out. So he 

went in the house, but the door wasn't broken. She shut the door behind him, and he 

realized that all the children who normally swarmed around the place were gone. He asked 

her where the children were, and she laughed when she told him that they'd gone into 

town to buy ice cream. She'd been saving for a year and finally had seven nickels so they 

could all go buy themselves an ice cream. Tom was wary and said he'd better be going, but 

Mayella insisted that he climb up on a chair and get a box down from the top of a 

chiffarobe that was almost as tall as the room. While he was on the chair, she grabbed him 

around the legs, and it scared him. He hopped down and the chair fell over, but he swore to 

the courtroom that that was the only furniture in the room that was knocked over when he 

was there. Tom explained that Mayella sort of jumped on him, not violently, but hugged him 

around the waist. He said that Mayella kissed him on the side of his face claiming that 

she'd never kissed a man so she might as well kiss him. She told him that what her father 

does to her doesn't count. Tom told Mayella to let him go, but he couldn't get past her 
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because she was in front of the door, and he would have had to push her to get past her 

and he didn't want to hurt her. Just as he was telling her to let him go, her father started 

yelling from the window. Mr. Ewell called Mayella a whore and threatened to kill her, but 

Tom didn't hear more because he ran away. His situation was a delicate one. As a black 

man, he didn't dare mishandle or strike a white woman because he would be strung up for 

it, so his only other choice was to run, which looked like a sign of guilt. 

Tom insisted that he did not rape Mayella Ewell and that he ran because he was scared, 

because if anyone there had been a black man in the same situation, he would have been 

scared. Atticus turned the witness over to cross-examination, but before Mr. 

Gilmer began his questioning, Mr. Deas stood up in the courtroom and announced that Tom 

had worked for him for eight years and never caused any kind of trouble. Judge Taylor 

threw Deas out of the courtroom and had his outburst stricken from the record. Mr. 

Gilmer began to cross-examine, calling Tom "boy" and suggesting that any man strong 

enough to bust up a chiffarobe with one hand could certainly sling a woman down and choke 

the breath out of her. Mr. Gilmer kept questioning why Tom would go out of his way to do 

so much for Mayella for free if he hadn't had his eye on her for a while. Tom tried to 

explain that he had wanted to help her because no one else would and he said that he felt 

sorry for her because she had no help. Mr. Gilmer pounced on that statement and 

presented it to the jury as an incredulous admission that this black man had the audacity 

to feel pity for a white person. 

As the interrogation continued, Mr. Gilmer made it seem as if just because Tom's 

testimony contradicted Mayella's, he was calling her a liar. Tom insisted that she wasn't 

lying, she just remembered it wrong. Mr. Gilmer kept working him, jabbing at him, trying to 

rile him up or rattle him by suggesting that if he had been innocent he wouldn't have run. 

But Tom insisted again that any black man in that situation would have run out of fear that 

he'd end up in court for something he didn't do. Then Mr. Gilmer suggested that Tom was 

getting an attitude with him, and before the rest unfolded, Jem sent Scout outside 

with Dill because Dill was sobbing. 

She and Dill sat out under a live oak tree and Dill explained that he was crying because Mr. 

Gilmer was being so awful to Tom. Scout tried to explain that that was his job and he 

treated everyone that way, but Dill insisted that Atticus didn't treat people that way. He 

thought that Mr. Gilmer was just being terrible to Tom and it didn't matter that he was 

just a Negro because Mr. Gilmer shouldn't treat anyone that way -- no one should. 

A voice from the other side of the huge tree trunk agreed with him, and Scout recognized 

the man as Mr. Dolphus Raymond. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 20 

Mr. Raymond was a peculiar man from an old, wealthy family. He lived with a colored woman 

and was the father to many mixed children, and he staggered around town drinking from a 

brown paper sack. Mr. Raymond gave Dill a drink from the paper sack and Dill smiled. He 

told Scout that it was just Coke, and she was confused. Mr. Raymond explained that he 

bobbed and weaved around town and drank from the paper sack so that people could 

believe that whiskey was the reason he lived like he did. He didn't expect that they would 

understand that he lived how he wanted to just because he wanted to, so he gave them 

something to blame it on. He told them that although Dill was moved to tears by the way 

the Mr. Gilmer treated Tom Robinson, in a few years Dill would be so accustomed to it that 

he wouldn't cry anymore. He might not believe it's right, but he wouldn't be as upset over 

it as he was then. Mr. Raymond then told Scout that she was too young yet to realize that 

her father wasn't like most men, but if she'd look around the courtroom, she'd see it. 

His reference to the courtroom reminded her that they were missing the cross-

examination, so she and Dill said their goodbyes and went back inside. Atticus was making 

his final statement to the jury, explaining that all that was required for acquittal was 

reasonable doubt. He reminded the jury that there was no medical evidence that the crime 

was ever committed, much less that Tom Robinson did it. The only evidence the state had 

presented was the testimony of two white people whose testimony was contradicted by 

the defendant and called into serious question in cross-examination. Atticus told the jury 

that what happened was that Mayella was trying to cover up her shame at tempting a black 

man by having him executed. She had broken the sacred code that governed the relations 

between blacks and whites with disregard to the consequences, and to escape her guilt, 

she was trying to punish Tom Robinson for it. Atticus explained that Mayella crossed a line 

and her father threatened to kill her for it. He said that it was not known for certain what 

her father did to her for it, but there is considerable circumstantial evidence that 

someone beat her up, leading mostly with his left hand because of the marks on the right 

side of her face. Bob Ewell was left-handed, but Tom Robinson couldn't use his left hand 

at all. Atticus drew it to a close by explaining that this case came to trial because a Negro 

felt pity for a white woman and helped her out. For that, he had been forced to come to 

court and pit his word against two white people's stories, and the white people in the case 

came into the courtroom and testified with smug certainty. They acted as though whether 

or not they had any credibility on the stand, they would be believed because the only 

person who contradicted their story was a black man. Atticus then reminded the jury that 

the courtroom was the one place where all men truly were created equal. The law was the 

great leveler, and he expected that the jury would remember that and do the right thing 

in the name of God and let Tom go home to his family. 

Just as Atticus finished his closing arguments, Dill pointed out that Calpurnia was walking 

up the center aisle to the railing. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 21 

Cal gave Atticus a note from Alexandra telling him that the children were missing 

and had been gone since noon. When Atticus explained it to the judge,Mr. 

Underwood, the town newspaperman, pointed Jem, Scout, and Dill out in the 

balcony. Atticus called them down and met them in the foyer. He sent them home 

with Cal to eat supper, but he gave in and told them they could come back after 

their meal to wait for the verdict. 

After they'd eaten, the children went back up to the courthouse and waited until 

well after eleven that night. When the jury finally returned, Scout watched in a 

dreamlike state as they came back in. Atticus had once told her that if the jury 

had convicted the defendant, they wouldn't look at him. No one in the jury looked 

at Tom Robinson. They declared Tom guilty, and Atticus gathered his papers, said a 

few words to Mr. Gilmer, whispered to Tom, and then left the courthouse. 

Scout watched from the balcony above as Atticus walked out until she realized 

that someone was shaking her shoulder. The reverend and all the colored folks in 

the balcony were standing because Atticus was walking by. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 22 

Alexandra was waiting up when they got home, and she seemed almost sad for 

Atticus. When she saw that Jem was upset she reminded Atticus that she hadn't 

thought it a good idea for the children to go to the trial. Atticus told her that 

what happened at the trial was just as much Maycomb as the missionary teas she 

attended so they should learn to cope with it. Jem was in tears, trying to 

understand how the jury could have returned such a verdict, and Atticus told him, 

"'They've done it before and they did it tonight and they'll do it again and when 

they do it -- seems that only children weep.'" Chapter 22, Pg. 215 With that he 

went to bed. 

The next morning Atticus and the children woke to an unusually large breakfast 

comprised of all the goods grateful friends of Tom Robinson had left on the 

doorstep during the morning. After the meal, the children went outside and 

found Miss Stephanie, Miss Maudie, and Mr. Avery gathered out in front of their 

houses talking. Miss Maudie called Jem to come over and Scout and Dill came with 

him. Miss Stephanie pelted them with questions until Miss Maudie hushed her and 

invited the children inside for cake. 

Miss Maudie talked to Jem about the way things had turned out in the trial. She 

told him that Atticus was one of the men in the world who had been born to do the 

unpleasant jobs for everyone else. Jem explained to her that he was disappointed 

in the people of his town because they'd convicted Tom. He had believed that they 

were better than that, and they'd let him down. But Miss Maudie pointed out that 

not everyone involved in the trial had wronged Tom. She pointed out that Judge 

Taylor had appointed Atticus to defend Tom although court-appointed defenses 

usually went to young lawyers in need of experience. But Jem still wasn't 

comforted. 

Miss Stephanie, Miss Rachel, and Mr. Avery were standing outside talking excitedly 

and they waved the children over. Scout knew something was wrong. Miss 

Stephanie told them that Bob Ewell had stopped Atticus at the post office corner 

and spat in his face. Ewell threatened to get him back even if it took the rest of 

his life. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 23 

Atticus took it all in stride although Ewell's threat worried Scout and Jem. 

Tom Robinson was at a work prison seventy miles from home where his family was 

not allowed to visit him, but there was an appeal in the works. If he lost that 

appeal, he'd go to the chair, but Atticus insisted that it wasn't time to worry yet 

because they had a good chance. Jem still complained that it wasn't right that a 

jury could convict Tom, but more than that, they didn't have to sentence him with 

death. What it all boiled down to was that a white jury convicted a black man 

because he was a black man and they couldn't rule in his favor against white folks. 

Atticus was adamant that any white man who would take advantage of a black man 

is trash. 

The conversation turned to the kind of people who sit on juries, and Atticus 

pointed out that the reason the deliberation for Tom's sentence took so long was 

because one man had to be worn down from his stance on acquittal. He mentioned 

that that man was one of the Old Sarum group who had come for Tom the night 

before his trial. He was one of the Cunninghams, and Atticus had kept him on the 

jury on a hunch that he would try to do the right thing, and for a moment he had 

tried. It was at least a step in the right direction. 

Scout was so impressed that she decided she'd invite Walter Cunninghamhome for 

lunch one day when school started again. Alexandra insisted from her corner that 

the Cunninghams were not the kind of people Finches associated with socially. 

Alexandra said that the Cunninghams were trash and although Scout should be 

polite to them in public, she was banned from inviting any of them over socially. 

Scout then burst into tears, and Jem took her upstairs. 

After he cheered her up a little, Jem tried to explain that he'd discovered that 

there were four kinds of people in Maycomb -- ordinary folks like their family, 

people like the Cunninghams, people like the Ewells, and then colored people. Now 

the ordinary folks hated the Cunninghams; the Cunninghams hated the Ewells; and 

the Ewells hated the colored folks. Scout disagreed again because she believed 

that there was just one kind of people. Jem seemed to think for a while and then 

said that he used to think that, but if there was only one kind of people, why 

couldn't they get along? He said that he understood then why Boo Radley stayed 

inside -- he wanted to. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 24 

Scout was sucked into one of the missionary teas that Alexandra hosted at their 

home, and it required that she dress and behave like a girl. At the tea, a pious 

guest, Mrs. Merriweather, made thinly-veiled accusations that Atticus was wrong 

to defend Tom Robinson and that the sullen behavior of the local Negroes after 

the verdict was his fault. Soon after that, Atticus had burst in the house looking 

pale and requesting Alexandra's presence in the kitchen. She, Scout, and Miss 

Maudie joined him in the kitchen with Calpurnia and he told them that Tom 

Robinson was dead. He'd been shot trying to escape the work prison. Atticus 

wanted Cal to go with him to tell Tom's wife. 

When Atticus and Cal left, Alexandra talked to Maudie about the strain the case 

had put on Atticus. Although Alexandra didn't approve of all that he did, she 

didn't understand how much more the people of the town wanted from him. Miss 

Maudie explained to Alexandra as she'd explained to Jem that calling on Atticus to 

do these things was a tribute because he was the man they trusted to do it right. 

The few people in Maycomb who believed that justice was colorblind and respected 

black people as human beings trusted Atticus to go to bat for their cause. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 25 

September came to Maycomb County, but summer weather stayed, and 

Scout missed Dill. The last two days he'd been in Maycomb, Jem had taken Dill 

down to Barker's Eddy to teach him to swim, so Scout hadn't been able to play 

with him. On his last day in Maycomb, Dill was walking home with Jem from the 

eddy when they saw Atticus pass by in his car. Cal was in the backseat. Atticus let 

them ride with him because traffic was so light that they'd have trouble hitching 

another ride home, but he made them promise to stay in the car. He and Cal had 

been on their way out to Tom Robinson's house to tell his wife the sad news. 

The town buzzed with the news for two days, and Mr. Underwood, the newspaper 

editor, wrote a scathing editorial in The Maycomb Tribune about the sin of killing 

cripples -- he compared it to killing songbirds. When Scout read it, she was a bit 

confused at first because Tom had been given his due process at court and had 

been convicted by a jury despite Atticus' attempts to save him. Then Scout 

understood. 

"Atticus had used every tool available to free men to save Tom Robinson, but in the 
secret courts of men's hearts Atticus had no case. Tom was a dead man the 
minute Mayella Ewell opened her mouth and screamed."  Chapter 25, Pg. 244 

Miss Stephanie Crawford had been only too happy to spread the word around town 

and in front of Jem and Scout that Bob Ewell's comments on Tom's death were 

that now only two were left to take care of. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 26 

When school had started again that fall, Scout was no longer afraid of the Radley place, 

and she was even a little embarrassed that she'd been a part of the attempts to 

harass Boo Radley into coming out. She still wanted to see him, but she fantasized that if 

she did, they would talk as if they'd seen each other every day of their lives. So much had 

happened since that summer that Boo Radley seemed a lifetime ago. Although the Robinson 

case was over, it left a residue and it seemed to Scout that the adults in Maycomb talked 

to their children about the case. She felt as if the parents insisted that their children be 

nice to Scout and Jem in spite of Atticus because it wasn't their fault he was their 

father. So Scout and Jem were also forced to behave respectably as they had learned in 

the Dubose days. Despite their distaste for Atticus, it seemed that the townspeople had 

no problem re-electing him to the state. This contradiction prompted Scout's conclusion 

that people were just peculiar and it was better to stay away from them in general, so she 

didn't think about people unless she was forced to. 

One day at school Cecil Jacobs presented his current event concerning Adolf Hitler and 

his incarceration of Jews. Miss Gates, Scout's teacher, discussed this injustice and crime 

against humanity, lecturing the children at great length about how wrong it was for Hitler 

to persecute them that way. 

That night Scout was confused about something, some discrepancy in what she'd heard 

that day. She questioned Atticus about whether it was right to hate Hitler, and he told 

her that it's never right to hate anybody. Then she started to ask Atticus something, but 

decided that Jem would be better for this question she couldn't articulate. 

She went to talk to Jem about it and she explained what Miss Gates had told her class at 

school that day. Then she asked Jem if it was wrong to persecute anyone. When he 

answered yes, she told him that she'd overheard Miss Gates talking to Miss Stephanie on 

the way out of the courthouse at Tom Robinson's trial. Miss Gates had said that what 

happened served those blacks right because they'd been getting above their station and 

needed to be taught a lesson. Scout hadn't been able to understand how someone could 

hate Hitler so much for what he was doing and then be so hateful to the people of her own 

community. Jem didn't answer her because he was furious. He shook her and told her not 

to ever talk about that night to him again. His quick anger scared her, and she ran 

downstairs to climb in Atticus' lap. Atticus had overheard Jem's outburst and explained to 

Scout that he was just trying to forget something for a little while until he could sort it all 

out. He was sure that when Jem had sorted through it, he'd be himself again. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 27 

By mid-October things had settled down in Maycomb County with the exception of 

three small things that indirectly involved the Finches. The first thing was that in 

the span of a few days Bob Ewell acquired and lost a job. He blamed losing his job 

on Atticus, but Atticus was uninvolved and unconcerned at the accusation. The 

second peculiarity was that Judge Taylor had been at home reading one evening 

when he heard some scratching on the back porch. When he went to see what it 

was, the screen door was swinging open and a shadow at the corner of his house 

was all he saw of whatever had been there. The third thing was that Tom 

Robinson's death, his wife had taken a job with Mr. Link Deas, Tom's employer. The 

Ewell family harassed her until Mr. Deas set Bob Ewell straight with a threat to 

have him thrown in jail. Alexandra was worried about the incidents, but Atticus 

insisted that there was no reason to be alarmed. Bob Ewell had had his revenge on 

everyone involved in the case, and it was all over now. 

Maycomb went back to normal and seemed just as it had in years. The only 

difference in Maycomb at the time was the introduction of a Halloween carnival at 

the high school to prevent children from pranks. Mrs. Merriweather had written a 

pageant about the history of Maycomb and other ladies prepared a carnival in the 

high school auditorium. Mrs. Merriweather wanted some children to dress as the 

agricultural products of Maycomb County in the pageant, and Scout was given the 

role of a ham. Scout's costume was chicken wire molded into the shape of a cured 

ham and covered with brown fabric and painted to resemble a ham. There were two 

eyeholes in the hock of the ham so that Scout could see, but she couldn't put on or 

take off the costume on her own because it kept her arms pinned at her sides. 

The night of the pageant came and Atticus had just returned from Montgomery 

and was too tired to attend. Alexandra also refused, so Scout had to perform her 

part for them at home. Scout gave her performance and Jem agreed to take her to 

the carnival that night, and so began the longest journey Jem and Scout would 

make together. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 28 

Scout and Jem walked to the auditorium together on that black, warm night, and on their 

way Cecil Jacobs, Scout's classmate, jumped out from behind the oak tree and scared 

them as a Halloween prank. When it was time for the pageant to begin, Scout and Cecil 

went to don their costumes and waited for their part to come. As Mrs. Merriweather 

droned on through the history of Maycomb County, Scout had nestled down in her costume 

and fallen asleep. She didn't wake until the end and although she ran on then, it was too 

late. Her cue had long since passed. When Jem went backstage for her, Scout was too 

mortified to take her costume off or leave the auditorium until everyone was gone. Jem 

had humored her, and when the place was cleared out, they started across the field for 

home. 

On the walk home Jem made Scout stop a few times because he thought he heard 

something behind them. They thought it was Cecil trying to pull his prank one more time, 

but he didn't respond to their jibes. When they walked she could hear the footsteps 

behind them and the steps stopped when she and Jem did. Jem led her by the ham hock 

because she couldn't take her costume off since she wasn't wearing much beneath it. 

When they reached the oak tree where Cecil had scared them before, Scout and Jem 

stopped but the footsteps behind them didn't. Jem screamed at Scout to run, but she was 

knocked down and her costume made it impossible to get up. She heard scuffling, the 

sound of metal tearing metal and bodies tangling on the ground in a struggle, and then Jem 

grabbed her and pulled her toward the road. Scout's head and shoulders were exposed, 

but the rest of her was so tangled in the chicken wire that they couldn't move fast 

enough. They had almost made it to the road before Jem's body was jerked back into the 

darkness. Scout heard more fighting in the darkness and then a crunching sound preceded 

Jem's scream. She ran toward his yelp and ran into a soft stomach. Her arms were still 

pinned at her sides as the man squeezed the breath out of her. As she was being crunched, 

someone from behind her assailant grabbed him and flung him to the ground. She thought 

it was Jem as another struggle ensued that ended with the wheezing sound of one man and 

the heavy, sob-like breathing of another. Scout heard the man walk heavily and awkwardly 

toward the road, and she headed in the direction she thought was home. On her hurried 

way saw a man carrying Jem pass under the streetlight. Jem's arm was hanging bizarrely 

from his body and in the light from the front door Scout saw Atticus help the strange man 

carry Jem inside. Jem was unconscious, his arm badly broken, but Scout was okay. 

Heck Tate, the sheriff, came over and they gathered in Jem's room. Alexandra was in a 

rocking chair in the corner of the room and Atticus was standing by Jem's bed. The man 

who'd carried Jem in was standing in a corner pressed against the wall. Scout assumed he 

was some countryman she didn't know who'd heard their screams and come to help. Heck 

told them that Bob Ewell was under the tree with a kitchen knife stuck under his ribs. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 29 

Atticus was stunned by the news. Heck asked Scout to describe what had happened 

and from Atticus' lap she recounted her story. Heck examined Scout's crushed 

costume and pointed out a long, clean cut through the chicken wire where a knife 

had slashed the costume without harming Scout. The ham costume had saved her 

life. Scout went on to describe the scuffling. She said that when Mr. Ewell was 

trying to squeeze her to death someone pulled him off of her, and she thought Jem 

had gotten up again. But then she heard the hard breathing of someone older and 

thought it was Atticus. Heck asked who it was and she pointed to the man in the 

corner and said that he could tell Mr. Tate his name. As she looked at him she 

noticed the paleness of his hands and face. He looked delicate and his eyes were so 

colorless he almost looked blind. His cheeks were thin and his face looked hollow, 

and when she pointed to him he seemed to tense up. She stared at him a moment in 

wonder and he smiled timidly as her eyes filled and she greeted him with, "'Hey, 

Boo.'" Chapter 29, Pg. 273 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bookrags.com/notes/tkm/QUO.htm#18


To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 30 

As Heck stared at Boo, Atticus had suggested they sit out on the porch to discuss 

what happened, and Scout realized that he took them to the porch because it was 

dark there and Boo's eyes were more accustomed to the dark. Scout led him 

politely to the front porch and to a rocking chair in a dark corner and then sat 

beside him. She was living out her fantasy in a way. While they were on the porch, 

Heck and Atticus argued about what must have happened to Bob Ewell. Heck 

insisted that Ewell fell on his own knife, but Atticus was adamant that Jem had 

killed Ewell in the struggle. Heck refused to believe that a boy with such a severely 

broken arm could possibly have overpowered a grown man, so Ewell must have fallen 

on his knife. 

When Heck began to demonstrate the way he believed it happened, he pulled a 

switchblade from his jacket to use as a prop. Atticus suspected that it was Bob 

Ewell's knife, but Heck insisted that he'd taken it from some drunk in town earlier 

that night and that Ewell was carrying the kitchen knife that killed him. He 

justified his belief with this statement: "'There's a black boy dead for no reason, 

and the man responsible for it's dead. Let the dead bury the dead this 

time....'"Chapter 30, Pg. 278 

Heck insisted that he just couldn't bring himself to drag into the limelight a man 

as shy as Arthur Radley although Arthur had done the whole town a favor by killing 

Bob Ewell. He'd killed the man to save Scout and Jem, but if Heck had aired that 

to the whole town, the man's privacy would have been destroyed and Heck didn't 

want to do that to him. He would have considered it a sin to do such a thing. When 

Atticus asked if Scout understood that Ewell fell on his knife, she assured him 

that Heck was right. She explained to Atticus that exposing Boo would be like 

shooting a mockingbird. Atticus thanked Arthur for saving his children and then 

went in the house. 
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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter 31 

Scout took Boo's hand and led him back into the house to go check on Jem again. 

As Boo and Scout stood at Jem's bedside, he reached out to touch Jem's head, 

but hesitated. Scout explained that he could pet him, but only because he was 

asleep because when he was awake he'd never allow anyone to do it. Boo gently 

touched Jem's head. Then Scout led him downstairs and to the steps of their 

front porch when Boo asked her in a childlike voice if she would take him home. 

Rather than lead him home like a child, she made him crook his arm and she slipped 

her hand into it. Anyone who saw them wouldn't see her leading him home, but 

rather Mr. Arthur Radley escorting her down the sidewalk as a gentleman. When 

they got to his house, she walked him up onto the porch and he went inside. 

Standing on the porch she remembered all the things he had given them in the tree 

on top of saving their lives and how they had given him nothing, and it made her 

sad. She walked to the edge of the porch and she looked at the neighborhood and 

imagined all the things Boo must have seen from that end of the street. She 

remembered the events of the past few years and imagined how they must have 

looked from that spot realizing that Boo had been watching the whole time. She 

never saw Boo again. 

On her way home Scout thought that she and Jem would grow up, but there didn't 

seem much else for them to learn now beyond algebra. She had gone into the house 

and up to Jem's room to check on him. She had so much to tell him about what had 

happened while he was asleep. She had found Atticus sitting in Jem's room 

reading The Gray Ghost, and he read to her until she had fallen asleep at his feet. 

He carried her into her room and put her into her pajamas as she had muttered 

that she'd heard every word and began repeating the story she knew so well. But 

as she told the story, she made a transition from the plot of The Gray Ghost to 

her own ghost story about Boo Radley, about how they had chased the ghost 

because they wanted to know what he looked like. And when they finally saw him, 

they realized that he hadn't done any of the terrible things they'd thought he 

had. He was really a nice person, and Atticus answered that "'[m]ost people are, 

Scout, when you finally see them.'"Chapter 31, Pg. 284 
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