
CHARACTERS WE MEET DURING THE TRIAL 

 

Judge Taylor: Judge Taylor is the Maycomb County judge who presided over the 

Tom Robinson trial. He is an informal man who runs his court with ease. 

 

Mr. Gilmer: Mr. Gilmer is the solicitor from Abbottsville who comes to town when 

court is in session. He is the prosecutor in the case against Tom Robinson, and he 

and Atticus are friends. The way that he questions Tom Robinson in his cross-

examination upsets Dill because Dill thinks he’s being mean to him. Scout thinks 

that Mr. Gilmer wasn’t really trying very hard in this case because she’d seen him 

be a lot rougher on other defendants, but it still bothered Dill nonetheless. 

 

Reverend Sykes: Reverend Sykes is the preacher at Calpurnia’s church who goes 

out of his way to be kind to Scout and Jem. He makes them feel welcome when 

they accompany Cal to church. At the courthouse, he takes them up to the balcony 

where the colored people are sitting because all the seats on the first floor are 

taken. 

 

 

Mr. Dolphus Raymond: Mr. Raymond is understood to be a chronic alcoholic. He 

comes through town bobbing and weaving and drinks from a brown paper bag. He is 

wealthy, owns one whole side of the riverbank and is from an old family, but lives 

by himself with his colored woman and their mixed children. When Scout and Dill 

leave the courtroom because Dill is so upset, they meet Mr. Raymond and discover 

that he doesn’t drink whiskey from a paper sack -- it’s Coke. He does it so that 

people will believe that alcoholism is why he lives the way he does rather than face 

the fact that he lives with colored people because he wants to. 

 

Mr. Link Deas: Mr. Link Deas owns the cotton fields that Tom Robinson worked in. 

He stood up in court after Atticus questioned Tom, and insisted that Tom was a 

good man who’d worked for him for eight years and never caused any trouble. His 

outburst, although meant to help Tom, got Mr. Deas thrown out of the courtroom, 

and his words were stricken from the record. 

 

 

 

 
 


